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“Return To Iraq ”

In August 2004, adventurer-traveler and freelance journalist, Daniel Smith, reported on the escalating hostilities in war-torn Iraq. Daniel was subsequently kidnapped and taken before radical Muslim cleric, Hojatoleslam Moqtada al-Sadr, where he was interrogated for 5 hours, and faced an uncertain future at the hands of his kidnappers.

In January 2005, Daniel returned to North Iraq to report on the state-of-play in and around Mosul, and to see how the locals and coalition forces alike, were dealing with pre-election tensions. “Now there are no police at all. Whole sections of the city are essentially the province of the insurgents, and Iraqis are terrified. If you want to meet insurgents, Mosul is the place. The trouble, as you know, is that they want to meet you, too.”

Daniel describes hostile contact at a military base. – “Loud gunshots come from the front gate. I am on the other side of the dirt, so I can’t see what happened, and neither can the US guards at the inner gate, about fifty feet away on the other side of me. They all take cover and assume a fighting stance. I have not been admitted to the base, so I just stay where I am, not able to go in or out. There’s nothing but the dirt to shield me, so I just crouch down a little bit and awkwardly look around as the minutes pass.”
While, at Polo’s Bastards, we don’t advocate traveling in these regions unless on essential business, pertinent information remains a valuable commodity for those intent on venturing into places such as Iraq. Unfortunately, security situations are constantly changing, so reports such as Daniel’s can provide a valuable insight to others who may be planning a similar trip or for those just looking for a fresh perspective on the country.”

“Return To Iraq” by Daniel Smith appears at www.polosbastards.com from January 31st.
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